
Sixth Sunday in O T - C 
 

Today's readings illustrate what appears to be a contrast between 
Jeremiah and Jesus. Jeremiah, who often seems to focus on the 
very worst of a situation, tells us to trust no one who comes in 
flesh and blood. Jesus takes a different tack and presents a way 
of thinking which allows for things that do not seem to fit 
together to stretch and broaden a person’s point of view. 

Jesus looks at the world and its fickle, fallible people and, rather 
than say, "Trust no one," he affirms those who are not put off by 
difficult lives but remain open in spite of those difficulties to the 
grace which God can bring even in the worst of times.   

Jesus knows that people will find it hard to understand when he  
says, "Blessed are you who are poor, hungry, weeping and 
hated." Back then it was common to think that blessings and 
good fortune went together.  That’s a common perception even 
today.  Jesus, however, draws the map to happiness by a 
different route. His description of blessed happiness makes us 
imagine things differently. 

The contrasts Jesus presents in his beatitudes, linking what we 
perceive as burdens with the blessings present in them, illustrate 
the difference between the drive to be self-sufficient and an 
acceptance of our need for others.  

Jesus' "Beatitudes" describe the happiness that can be known 
only by people who see their happiness linked with the 
happiness of others—so much so that they are scandalized by 
poverty and indifference.  

  



Such people understand that we human beings need each other 
so much that the only wealth that matters in the long run is the 
richness of loving relationships. They are convinced that when 
even one person goes hungry, our very humanity suffers the 
same fate.  

The people Jesus describes as genuinely happy are those who 
know what it’s like to weep with others, who see the importance 
of solidarity, even when it brings mockery and mistreatement. 
The sort of suffering that brings counts for little compared to the 
peace of living with integrity and giving witness to the truth that 
goodness is possible, no matter what.  

For such people, poverty calls forth a blessed interdependence, 
hunger is a call to action, weeping together creates community, 
and persecution is a sign that your community is succeeding in 
being a real threat to the powers of evil. 

Jeremiah warned his readers to trust no living person, but to put 
their trust in God. Jesus takes a more life-affirming approach, 
explaining that we can encounter the reign of God, God's active 
presence among us, in a community of flesh and blood people. 
Not only that, but we are invited to be that people in our moment 
of history. 

The community that Luke wrote his gospel for was probably 
diverse in social and economic background. Like Paul, Luke 
saw the coexistence of genuine wealth and true poverty in a 
Christian community as a scandal.  
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Therefore, rather than speak of poverty "of spirit," as we find in 
the Beatitudes Matthew listed, Luke emphasizes material 
poverty as a condition that can make us aware of the kind of 
blessedness that calls forth the dynamics of the reign of God.  At 
the same time he warns us that passivity in the face of others' 
needs leads to everlasting woe. 

Today's readings invite us again to take the leap of faith and 
believe in the paradox of the Beatitudes. Jesus' vision offers 
expression of God’s investment in full solidarity with humanity. 
Every word Jesus spoke and every deed he performed invites us 
to share in the blessedness of that divine community called the 
kingdom of God.  


